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politics, coming every now and again to the surface
in a brief sparkle of brisk exchanges.

But in the immediate post-War years this, and much
else, lay in the unanticipated future. At that time Mr.
Lloyd George had neither leisure nor reason to regard
the activities of Mr. Chamberlain. Mr. Chamberlain, on
the other hand, had both leisure and reason to regard
the activities of the Head of the Government; and
no doubt not all those activities met with his un-
qualified approval. It would be wrong, however,
to represent Mr. Chamberlain as a critic, still less as
a rebel against, the Coalition Government. During
the three and a half years for which the Coalition
Government held sway in peace time the process of
disaffection grew steadily among Conservative Mem-
bers; and Mr. Chamberlain was no exception to this
general rule. There were however two allied factors
which militated against the process taking, in his
case, an extreme or unduly rapid form. The first
of these factors was the position of his brother in the
Government: the second was that Mr. Chamberlain
was not at this time viewed, nor did he regard him-
self, as an authority on broad general principles of
policy. He had not been brought up as a politician
and had received no such conscious introduction to
the political scene as had been given to his brother,
for whom Joseph Chamberlain, as we have seen, had
chosen the role of politician. Mr, Chamberlain's
own interest in politics, like that of his father, derived
from the more specialized field of local government.
From this it was destined to expand in the same way
as his father's interests had expanded before him.
But this time was not yet. For the present he viewed
his brother as the authority on general policy and
confined himself in the main to matters of which he
had more expert knowledge.

In this connection it would perhaps be gratifying